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surface. Both exalted virtue; but while virtue to the Stoit
was to be obtained only through the development of reason,
Christianity would obtain the same result through the emo-
tional nature. The virtue of the Stoics could be obtained
only by the few in whom the intellect was developed and the
rational nature controlled; Christianity rendered the attain-
ment to virtue a possibility for all. It appealed to emotions
Jhat were universal; to that which was noble, to the affection
for an ideal human character that in itself is an expression
of the divine, to sympathy for fellow-men, to Fear of eternal
retribution, and to the entire gamut of human feelings.
This limitation of Stoicism was aj limitation of all ancient
philosophy. The quotation given on page 152 shows that
even Aristotle clearly recognized this fact in his own philoso-
phy. The appeal of Stoicism could be made only to minds
already noble. It affected but a limited few in society, and
those of the best. However nearly its ethical teachings ap-
proximated Christianity, there was no similarity in the extent
of its influence, and hence in its educational character. The
ancient philosophy did very little to improve mankind, to
regenerate the society of the times. Unless, as in the im-
possible scheme of Plato, philosophers should be kings, it
could do nothing to check vice among men and evil in
society.
If philosophy did little to check vice and gave an ethical
creed to but the intellectual few, the religion of pagan society
did far less to, effect any moral improvement in life. As a
matter of fact, the religions of the ancients had little influ-
ence on morality. The grosser forms of Asiatic religions
were but the cloaking of every human instinct and passion,
even the grossest, under the guise of worship. That of the
Greeks was a refinement upon these through its clothing
of aesthetic form and later through its content of philo-
sophical truth. But the'polytheism of the Greeks had long
ceased to have any influence on the lives of thinking men;